Arts & Sciences 137:

PROPOSAL
Freshman Seminar:

Once Upon A Time:  

The History of Children in the Western World

Course description and objectives:


While the process of developing from infancy through childhood into adult life is a biological phenomenon, the specific ways in which children have been treated and understood vary enormously across time and place.  In this class we will explore the history of children in the Western World from Antiquity to the present.  How has the role of children in Western culture changed across the centuries?  Have relationships between parents and children changed?  How has the understanding and treatment of children changed?  Rather than reading the works of historians we will seek to answer these questions through our own careful study of original texts from the time period in question.    

Ultimately, we will seek to define both changes and continuities in the lives of children in the Western world.

Course requirements:

The most important requirement for this class is your active and constant participation throughout the quarter.  You will be asked to read a number of texts for each class period.  (The reading schedule is listed below.)  I expect you to come to class with these readings completed, prepared to ask questions and participate in a discussion.

In addition, you will be asked to complete one short take-home assignment (2-3 typed, double-spaced pages), as well as a final take-home exam (approx. 5 typed, double-spaced pages).  The final exam question will be based on the readings required for the course.  You will not be required to conduct independent research or read additional materials.
Required reading:

You will not be required to purchase any books for this class.  All reading materials will either be provided in class or they will be available on-line through Carmen.   Please note that it is your responsibility to make sure that you require the assigned reading in plenty of time to prepare thoroughly for class discussions.

Course Credit and Grading policies:


This will be a one (1) credit class.  You will receive a letter grade upon completion of the course.

Your grade will be based on your attendance, participation and written work.  Come to class.  Listen, discuss, ask questions, contribute your ideas.  It is part of learning and it is part of your grade.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of “zero” for the “class participation” component of your grade.  A pattern of tardiness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course.

The following percentages represent the relative weight that will be given to each component of the course.  These are guidelines, not hard and fast rules.  I reward progress and effort.  Please fell free to discuss your general standing with me at any time during the quarter.




Class participation:

50%




Take-home assignment:
15%




Final exam:


35%

Other important information:
Students in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations should contact me immediately so that specific arrangements can be made.  Students with disabilities should be registered with the Office of Disability Services (292-3307).

Academic Misconduct:


To state the obvious, academic misconduct is not allowed and will be reported to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct.  The most common form for misconduct is plagiarism.  Remember that any time you use the ideas or the materials of another person or persons, you must acknowledge in a citation that you have done so.  This includes material that you have found on the Web.

Class  schedule:

Section I: 
Background

Week 1:
The Study of Children’s History:  Introduction



No required reading

Section II:
Pre-Modern Societies

Week 2:
Children and Childhood in Greek and Roman Societies


Required reading:

Examples of Greek and Latin Tomb Stone Inscriptions (second cent. BC - third cent. AD) 



Week 3:
Children and Childhood in the Middle Ages



Required reading:



“Little Thumb” (folk tale)

 “The Little Girl’s Sieve” (folk tale)

 “The Serpent and the Grape-Grover’s Daughter” (folk tale)

 “Why the Sea is Salt” (folk tale)



Excerpts  from English Coroners’ Rolls: The Death of Children 

(13th – 14th Cent.)
Section III:
The Enlightenment 
Week 4:
The Child as Blank Slate


Required reading:



Excerpt from John Locke:  “Some Thoughts on Education” (1693)
Week 5:
The Natural Child



Required reading:



Excerpt from Jean-Jacques Rousseau: “Emile” (1762)
Section IV:
Nineteenth-Century Childhoods
Week 6:
Children and Work in Industrializing Europe



Required reading:



“Testimony Presented to the Sadler Committee (1832)



“Testimony Gathered by the Ashley Mines Commission” (1842)
Week 7:
Schooling



Required reading:



Excerpts from German and French working-class autobiographies 

(1870s-1880s)
Week 8:
The Scientific Discovery of the Child



Required reading:



Charles Darwin: “A Biographical Sketch of an Infant” (1877)

Section V:
Twentieth-Century Developments

Week 9:
Protection and Child Welfare



Required reading:



Jacob A. Riis: “The Child-Saving Movement” (1892)


“The Children’s Bureau Bill” (1909)



Lillian Wald: “The House on Henry Street” (1905) 

Week 10:
The Rights of the Child


Required reading:



“The Children’s Charter” (1930)



“The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child” (1989)
